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= 9 9 incredibly intelligent too. One of the happy

happenstances of my life was | got to know Ewa mlatér, through her
father, my silver- coloured Uncle Biesek, (I usedmonder how a grey-
haired man’s hair could actually shine like silvethis became our joke)
who worked with Kopex.
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Sudamdih Colliery Mine Fire

(on 4-10-1976)
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COAL

Continuing Violation of Safety Rules

Arun Sinha
ONE of the principal reasons advanced ness in accordance with Coal Mines
for the nationalisation of  coalmines Regulations, 1957. This classification

was the constant wiolation of safety
rules by the private owners, who wers
only concemned with profits. The con.
ditions then were undoubtedly awful,
even wilh  government safely inspec-

tors; Mohan Kumaramangalam, in his
book “Coal Industry in India™, has
quotcd & number of tarl}' reports

highlighting those unfair mining prac-
tices wherein the miners didn’t even
have such  prmary  requirements as
footwear, helmets and  safety lamps.
After  nationalisation  (coking  coal-
mines, October 1971, and non-coldng
coalmines, Janvary 1973), the problem
of coalminers’ safety was at last sup-
posed to have received proper atten-
tion. (The fatality rate per thousand
pursons. employed in the post-nationali-
salinn yerrs has been 080 in 1971,
066 in 1972, 063 n 1973, 042 in

1 '8 + B%
87 934B9 MNN +
' +

was forced by some disasters in the
mines which had not been considered
gassy. In fact, most of the safety mea-
sures  enforced  after  nationalisation
have had their orgin in disasters. Es-
pecially after the Chasnala disaster in
December 1975, a study group was
formed (o cxamine the problems of
accidents in coalmines, giving particu-
lar attention to ‘accident prone’ mines.
A survey oell was set up in the direc-
torate-general of mines safety (DGMS)
to locate the places  where accidents
might happen duee to collapse of voof
and sides,  inundation and explosion.
The frequency of inspections of mines
was increased and in order to facilitate
this, ihe staff strenpgth of DCMS  was
augmented by 13 per cent. Beside
these regular  inspections, there was
also a drive for surprise inspections of
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. . Mareh 17: The The locatlon of *he fire was
fin dn number 18 seam, 30 almost b the same area where
belaw the horizon of Agnition had taken place dur-

plosdon it

1 per
flooded  with waler from the 1o 4 Mmohl mhun -
At IFARe percenisge o
5. e nt Budemdih collicry ing ihe last explosion ot the \_I_l-_"maalr river to pit ous the R ek o L " .
0 fictaily slaved 1o have ake T Tt W felt thai an altempt Ing the mine have been keph there mighi be an explosion

|Sudamdih Mine To
Be Flooded

From Our Correspondent

DHANBAD, March 15—The #e-
nior officials of Bharat Coking Coal
and the Directorate Genera of
Mines Safety declded, after pro-
longed deliberations here vester-
day, to flood the Sudamdih mine
by pumping water [rom Lhe ad-
Joining Dameodar river to avolid
chances of exploslons in the mine
where there Is a fire since Sunday.
According to a Press Note lssued
by Bharat Coking Ceal manage-
ment, the main shaft which em-
ploys 4,000 workers to produce
1220 tonnes of prime cooking’coal
“Hi; day will have to be left
id'lﬂ ﬁmuu of lhn:hm:a;um hl:ﬁt:::

'{ﬁ:"‘“" at by pum

water in mine, the fire 'mrlliI be
extinguished and the affected area
will cooled off. Round-the-clock
operations are therefore bein
carried u:é all: l.hul;ml"h lmTh
pumps a ay p s, =3
method is belng Introduced In view
|of the highly gassous nature aof
(the mine and other difficulties
Earller, tralned rescue workers
went inside the mine to locate the
souree of the fre but because of
a8 heavy pall of smoke, visibility
was poor,

4 4 77

0 F

inataflations which mighl umious coal mine—would har
gt el B iy tiooded and tosed for &

~ THE INDIAN NATION

=  Sudamdih fire turns serious

e marchareed with methans gas
11 per cenl) and earhon mens |
eent), It ia fear

13 March 1933

Fire in Sudamdih

w0
coal mine
DHANBAD, March 17
5 iBamaehar) .
The fre in nomber 15 seam, 300
metres  below the horizon of the
mine al Budamdih colliery of the
Coldng Coal Lid. isofficlaily
- gl ~Swerios

- Bhucat
e e

"%

o luns

Investigation sguads witli  the
Rpparatus todey went down to find
otit atmospheric conditions o 1o
‘eazibility of sealin:

the uflected wrra, raging sine
lasl,
The ldation of e fire was

thnmghl:.ldm:tm ares where lgni-
taken place during the
lant explosion st the colliery,

The decision on seallng the sren
0N an experimenisl basls for o4
hours was taken af a mesting of
lop mining cxperis, the coal secre-
tery, Mr K. 85, R. Chari snd 3ir
Biesek, chie? of tire Polisil tesmo
faid here yesterdav,

This decision was taken iz view
of cogtly and sophisticated instal-
latioms which mieht be damapged 17
the mine was fopded with waier
from the Demoder river to pul ou
the fire,
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RYSZARD PIEKAROWICZ QNew Delhi

—

——

Kawalek Slaska
nad Damodarem

kopalni wegla nikt nigdy
nie widzial Skarbnika 1
wszysey domysdlajg sie dla-
czego: byloby mu tu za

W

goraco

Sudmmdlh lezy niemal na sa-
mym Zwrotniku Raka, we wscho-
dniej ezesci Biharu w Ind:ach La-
tem rte¢ skacze tu do 40—43 sio-
pni w cieniu, ale cienia na ogét
nie ma, poniewaz okolica przypo-
mina dawny krajobraz gérnosla-
ski: malo drzew. hiskie domki,
zwirowiska i hatdy.

— Prarniamsr uwr wrarinlaah wia.

7 F 3
0 &' ( (*

8 B %

43

do upatu, ale robota mie stata sle
przez {0 mmiej meczaca.
Ci, ktérzy zjeadzaja na dét, pra-

cuja na 3 zmiany, po 8 godzin.

Chodzi 0 to, by ufrzymaé tempo
robét. Poza tym Indusi tez pracu-
ja po 8 godzin.

W tej kopalni
koszykow nie bedzie
W Sudamdihu, ktéry za 6 lat ma

dawaé 2,2 min ton wegla rocznie,
19 polskich specjalistéw nadzoruje

nieana Avirirdarai anme ad dum A

8

LS P

3,3

24 X 5$







%&#C8



7 D8E 6DB B@ 8









K

L

‘834 3B O
6

F)



D8.6












+ 77 "1 = %&#8









+ 77 "%&D  %&#:8

0+ 0
"( "( 3 344
0+



0+

+ 77

"9 D

%&#:8



77

1 = %&#:8






34

F ":89%8%4&#98






33



.&!.

FO

D
6

3
4 8 %&#& 8

FD8



D 8 A8 8.8< 6 F< 8 %&#C



FF

80



6 8

A M &( " 96 &F6 85 "o5#
5 5 # '
-B96 56) 82 ; "55 #B






52 %



D8.6



1FF 77 7 F 8

D 8.84 4 D 3 1FF G 4<<2
3 =



FF

.8@8D

0
%

D8.84

68



L

13

= %&#C
L 6

6 &E

528

D 368

34 % 343B

%5



F 68 ( 6






= F6 F 7 = 0 4<<2
76A7J FF F
K7 F O 8



<

.8+8

F

<

7

F

7 6A7J8

A6

0

4<<2



36



8

.8@8D

34 B



o b~

F

J7 8¢

; 8"& "

%N#$
& ("

%



6@

5\

77

& (

"+ # &
%&#!

|G %W =

6



7J



DSBED8@6 F4<<2
/






MKL1 0
) E



D8, 4 2 G 8A @ F <
4<<2G 88 'F 3 4<<28

' t World Mining Congress 2003 in
New Delhi
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